71 0 * 

Ly 

£4 

35 Lk al | g 


The Treachery of Evil Miniſtces is ue 


» % Swi 


erke Famoge Biftory of 0 e 


Leeren Wile 2 : L 


* 


covered, Innocency 


Wiſdom of the Seve 
diſplayed, 


eleared; and the 
"= wgre 


e dape Sold in Aldermary Church Yard, 7 
0 Bow Lane, London. 
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The Seven Wiſe Miſtreſſes. 
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The Empreſs Lucretia comits her Davgh- 
ter Sabrina to the Care of the Seven 
Wiſe Miſtreſſes, who having tutored 
her, return her to her Mother ; with 


I her ge, E 
. the city of Rome reigned the Em · 


8 preſs Lucretia, who had a beautiful 
daughter named Sabrina; When ſhe was 
fix a old the Emperor het father dicd, 
and = mother committed her to the care 
of Seven Wiſe Miſtreffes, famous for wiſ- 
dom and reſolving bard ' queſtions, and 
for ſkill and learning excelled all women 
in the world. She having been with 'em 
ſeven years, they appointed à day to try 
her proficiency in learning, and put the 
three: following queſtions to her: 
1. What js the moſt acceptable thing to 
God ?—ſhe anſwered, To obey willing gly 


all his moſt holy commands. 8 
| Ps Gy 
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[ſore to the ſoul of man - ſhe ſaid, The! 1% 4 


2. What is it gives the greateſt pleas 


anſwer of a good conſcience? ' 


3. What Knowledge made e 


{wiſeſt ſhe replied, The Knowledge of ' 
[Good and Evil. 


The Miſtreſſes rejoiced at theſe accute 
* s, ind were of o opinion that for wiſ= 


dom ſhe would excel all her progenitors, 
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— Soon after they received a. command 
from the Empreſs to bring ber home; on 


which they retired into the garden, to cm | 4 | 
ſult the planets, whether the event would - 
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be fortunate or no? but obſerving a grit 


ontention among the ſigns, they foreſaw 


that if ſhe ſpoke more words than one, 4 


her enemies would have power over her 


> betray her to the moſt ſhameful death, }, 
This troubled the miſtreſſes much, which 2 | 


Sabrina perceiving, demanded the cauſe ? 


it being told her, ſhe viewed the ſtars 


herfelf, and found it true; but promiſed 


to follow their advice, and hoped 


aſſiſtance to pervert the malice of her 
enemies: ſo the Seven Miſtreſſes apreed - 
to take each a day to plead for the Prin- 


ceſs, and at the expiration ot that time 
s 3 


he maligaity of the ſtars would be over, 


by their 


her — ſingle word ſhe vas to 

muſt be JUSTICE, . 

When ſhe came * "cl mother, 
ſhe.claſping ber in her arms and kiſſing 

her, ſaid, O my daughter, the only de- 

light I have in the — hom God 


| preſezves for. futare- bleſſings, work is it 
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ſpeak 
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with you? 1 knew! you are now fitly qua- 
lifted by learning to fit on my throne af- 
ter me. The Empreſs receiving no anſ- 
wer, was ſurpriſed at her ſilence; and de- 
manded of her, What ſhe had learned of 
the Migreſſes! ? ſhe, anſwered J U- 
TICE; and bowing herſelf ſpoke not 
a word more.— This enraged the Em- 
| preſs, who vowed the Miſtreſſes ſhould 
all be put to death: yet being willing 
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once more to try her 1 = er 
by the hand; and led her into an harb 
where being ſeated, ſbe faid to .her,” 
dear daughter, here is pen, ink,” anc 
per, if you will not ſpeak, write the rea- 

on. of your ſilence.— The Princeſs taking 
the pen in her hand, wrote theſe line: 


Thro? learning, which doth me adorn, 

I very plainly fem 

The ſtars We e 1 was born, 175 
7 8 5 


dreaian 
What ſhortly ſhall enſue 3 * 

J ſeven times ſhall be Fon LIAN 
In e by you, 
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| When the En preſet read thelc Hes; 


And 7 in bed wy 1 


As 


. 1 


Was aſtoniſhed, and being exceed! 
troubled to think that ſhe ſhould give 
judgment ſeven times againſt, her own 
daughter, ſhe wrung her hands: 40d lar 
meated greatly. : 
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CHAP. II. 


Radamantus endeavours to debauch 82. 
brina, and on being repulſed, he con. 


ſpires to take away her Life. 
HE Empreſs thinking the affairs of 


government too heavy for a woman, 
choſe from among her counſellors one 


| Radamantus, a wiſe and crafty politician, 
do aſſiſt her therein, in whom ſhe repoſed 


great confidence, and readily conſented to 


every thing he contrived, — This confi- 
8 dcnce made him imperious, inſolent, and 

| ambitious ; and as the Empreſs was old 
and infirm, he tbhonght the only way to 


ſecute the throne to himſelf aſter ber de- 


. ceaſe, was to contrive the death of her 


daughter, by accuſing her of adultery : 


Which by the Roman law was puniſhed 
with death without mercy. 
One day Radamantus from his window 


faw the princeſs in anarbour in the palace- 


garden, and thought it a fit opportunity to 
put his deſign in practice; ſo going down 


to her, ſhe was ſurpriſed at his ſudden ap- 
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roach, ut on recovering herſelf a little, 


adamantus thus began: Moſt lovely 
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foul. . SOR: 191497 „ *:0<15 
The Empreſs this was ſtruck Wu 
horror and amazement, and ſummoning 
her council, ſhe again aſked Radamantus 
where he ſaw it? he ſaid, Und: the figr 
tree; and that when the man ſaw, hiny i 
he ran away: They then haſted;1nto. 

garden and finc ing the princeſs aloneaſked 
her what man had been there with herꝗ 
She anſwered not a word. Then the E 
preſs, ſeeing ſhe was in the garden as. 
Radamentus had reported, ſhe. believed 
all he ſaid, and ſo in great rage commane 
ded her 20 be burnt at a ſtake, 
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1 The Firſt Miſtreſs's Interceſſion. 
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execution of theprinceſs being 
eom*, the people afſembled with weeping 

eyes to go thereto. Then came Halicujah. 
(the Firſt Miſtreſs to the Empreſs, and 

"Raid, Moſt gracious Lady, the divine Be- 
: ing knowt your daughter 15 innocent of 
i; "crime the is charged with, by the wicked 
Radaments, and that ſhe is not ſpeechleſs 
4 a goog. cauſe ;. and it you put 

er to death it will happen to you as it 


Ad to the Queen of Syria, who poiſoned 
Ver huſband through , the, perſuaſion of a 
g} Wicked perſon. — The Emprels, deſirous 
hear the ſtory, reſpited the execution 


WIE privees, and the Miſtreſs began: 


yria reigned a Queen W was 


ken of fecing jeſt and (02: naments, and 


{ > * : ! . I 
ing one day appointed her courticrs 
I try their valeur befor: her, none ſo 


* 


Pen pleaſed her as the valouc of Darius, 
| dm to the King of Parthia 3 and finding 
| am to be an acc” npliſhed prince, ſoon 


3 manu him.— They proved a hap- 


| 
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| 17 HEN the day appointed for the 
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pait, and was well beloved by their 
fubjects: They had notbeen married long 
beforę news was brought that the King 
his father lay dying, and he muſt go and 
take poſſeſſion of the kingdom. —While 
he was gone an evil councellor, Who Was 
privately in love with the Queen, inter- 
cepted all the King's letters, and inform» 
ed the Queen that he had married ano- 
ther la ly in his own conntry ; which ſo 
grieved her, that ſhe cried cut, O my 
Lord, wherein have I offended, you that 
another ſhould reap the conſolation of 
your love.—The King in the mean time 
wondered he received no letter fromthe 
Queen ; likewiſe lamented, ſaying, 'G 
my dear Lady, what is the reaton I ca 
never hear how you do, nor how the afs 
fairs of your kingdom ſtand. ——All this 
while the wicked counſellor intercepted 
their letters on both ſides; inventing # 
ſtrong poiſon, which he told the Queen 
was of ſuch virtue, that if ſhe put a little 
into the hollow of a ring, and ſend it to 
the King as a token of her love, it would 
make him forſake all other women, and 
haften home to her. The Queen beſiev- 
ing this, it was accordivgly done, and the 


_ 8s tf 
'| King joytully received it; but his finger 
oon af ier ſwelling, he ſent for his phy(1- 
BH cians, who told him he ring was enven- 
omed with the moſt ſtrongeſt poiſon, 
and that his fmger muſt be cut off, or it 
vould effect his whole body. Cut it off 
then ſaid the King, which being done, 
his arm ſwelled, and he had that cut off 
alſo; but Godiog his whole body infe&- 
ed, thus excl.uimed againſt his 3 0 
thou ungrateful woman, why haſt thou 
done thus to him who loved the equal to 
bis own (cul! how couldeſt thou return 
the moſt infectious poiſon ſor the molt 
ardent love ?—and ſaying this he ſunk 
+ down in his chair and died. —The mei- 
ſenger haſted home, and told the Queen 
Aall that had happened ; at which, wringing 
her hands, ſhe cri:d out, What have f 


lor I have miſtakenly (]-1n my dear hul- 
band the King: ſo taking up a kutfe, 
ne thruſt it into her breaſt, and inſtantly 
1 expired. 

{ Then ſaid the Empreſs, for this ex- 
| ' ample's lake my daughter ſhall not de. 
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The Second Miſtreſs's Interceſſion: 
Hen Radamentus heatd the prin-J 
ceſs was reprieved, he pretended 
great grief, on which the execution was 
again ordered; but prevented by the fol- 
lowing ſtory being told by the Second 
Miſtreſs. : "i 
A lady of Barbary and her huſband be- 
ing on a long voyage, by bad weather had 
been fo long at ſea, that all their proviſion 
was ſpent, and the people obliged to caſł 
lots who ſhould be killed to feed the relt;z} 
and ſo until all were killed except the 
lady and her husband, who would not eat} 
each other, but ſewing themſelves up iq 
a Carpet, laid down on the deck, lay ing. 
The great God of heaven aſſiſt us: they 
soon fell aſleep, and in the mean time a 
griffin came, who took up the carpet and | 
carried it to an iſland inhabited by lians, 
bears, &c. When the griffin had gotten | 
them to his den, he began to peck the 
carpet, which wakened them, and the 
husband fought and killed the griffin, and 
lew all his young ; but not ænowing ho 
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ger off the iſland, they wandered up 
and down, and at laſt the man died, leav- 
ing the lady in great diſtreſs. — One day 
in her wandering ſhe met a lion, who. | 
= muckgiphtened her; but on his near a- 
proach ſhe obſerved he halted, and held 
up his foot to her, upon which ſhe looked || 
at it, and finding in it a thorn, ſhe pulled 
n out: This done, the lion fawned upon 
her, led her to his den, fed her with the 
prey he took, and always walked abroad 
with her to preſerve her from the other 
wild beaſts; and a laſt a ſhip took her in, 
and ſhe brought her lion with her to her 
father's houſe in Barbary. Some time af- 
ter her father being killed by a wild-boar, 
the ſte ward reported that the lion had 
killed his maſter ; upon which the ſer- 
ns all fell on the lion, and killed 


| 2 My daughter, ſaid the Empreſs, (half 


ast die, for this example's ſake. 
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_ lodgings in a countryman' s houſe. la the 
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CHAP. V. ( 
The Third Miftre ſo's Interceſſion. 


Adamentus having a third time ob- 
R tained an order for the princeſs's ex- 
ecution, the Third Miſtreſs prevented it 
by telling the following ſtory ; 

A Koight travelling into foreign parts, 
loſt his way in a wood, and took up his 


middle of the night the man's wife was 
delivered of a fine boy, which the. Knight 
found by the ſtars was to be hanged ; y/ | 
the next day he named the child, and de 
parted home wards. — In proceſs of time 
this boy took it in his head to travel, and 
by chance came to the houfe of his god» Þ 
father, where by degrees he was advan= 
ced to be his ſteward; but being envied | 

by the reſt of the ſervants, they g eſolved 
his deſtruction : accordingly he having 
got leave to return to bis own country, | 
they put the Knight's cup into his port 
manteau ; which being miſled, they told 
the Knight his ſteward had ſtolen it; 
and on 4 his portmanteau, it be- 


ing found, the Knight ordered him to be 


it 
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4 > han ged. As they were leading him to the 
4 17 he ſaid Well, I find what my 
godfather foretold is coming to pals, who 

gave me a little piece of parchment, on 

which he wrote theſe words, My good 
child ſerve God, and pray to him contin- 
vally to paſs this fate over thee, elſe thy 

fortune. is to be hanged : and ſealing It 

vp in wax, charged my father that no.one 

thould read it till I 45 capable of read- 

ing it myſclt, which when I did, I bexook 


prediction ; I now find it to be in vain, 
and that the prophecy will be very hort- 

ly accomplitned, The Knight hearing 
mis, called for the paper, which being 


1 hand- writing, owned bim for his god- 
2 = and reſerved the execution. Then 
ca ank a ſecond trial, his accuſers were 
W- condei?.ned and executed, and he married 


| tothe Knight s only daughter. 


. The Ringel ſaid, Lou have ſhewed 
me a good example, and my daughter 
ſhall not die. | 
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myſelf to travel, in order to prevent the 


| 2 ſhewed bim, declared it to be his own 
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The Fou th Miſtreſs's Interceſſion. 
HE fourch Miſtreſs finding the ex, 


ecution again ordered, prevented i 

by the following ſtory : 
"bs Thrace reigned Queen Hecub, 4 
: who was was wiſe and peaceable ; but 1 
I Eing of Lyconia brought againſt he. 
* I} numerous army, and befieged her cit. 
the enemy was ſeveral times repulſed 4 
we garriſon; but two wicked mini/ 
perſwaded the Queen to make peace * baer 1 

them, by giving them a large ſun dle 

money; and as a ratification thereos” 

permit a wocden horſe to be brouhs 
into the temple of Minerva; to all which 
| ſhe conſented, —In this horſe was placed 
| 
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a thouſand men, who unner the direc- 
tion of theſe two wicked miniſters, in 
the night, when the inhabitants were re- 
joicing at the war being over, they iſſued 
| forth on the inhabitants, kil ed the i inno- 


cent Queen and her daughter, burned ef 
city to aſhes, and then taking the two | 
-traytors, returned to their own land 
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EF £ this frample fake, ſaid the Empteſs. 
daughter (hall not die. 
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The Fifth Miſtreſs's Interceſſion. 


Radamentus obtained another order 
or the princeſos execution; which when 
he Fifth Miſtreſs heard, ſhe came and 
old the Empreſs the following ſtory: 
Ia China reigned a virtuous Queen, who 
er being long marcied proved with- 
Ith-child. The King being obliged to 
into the country, received a letter from 
vil counſellor, that the Queen was fa- 


which ſhe was impriſoned, where ſhe 
was delivered of a princeſs, who was put 
into a little boat, and turned out to ſea ; 
Where the was taken up by a ſhepherd, 
and brought up to keep ſheep upon the 
mountains. One day the King her father 
being a hunting, enquired of the ſhepherd 
how he came by that child, he told him 
the manner of his finding it; when the 
King ſuſpecting it to be his own davgh- 
ter, took her home, and ſent to enquire 
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Nswithſtanding the former relations, 
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Miiar with a nobleman of the court; on 
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W 
of the Oracle concerning her, when he 
seceived for anfwer, That his Queen waß 
| Innocent, the child lawfully begotten, and 
bis counſellor. a traytor. He immediate- 

releaſed the Queen, and had the traytor 
drawn to pieces by wild horſes. For this 
example, ſaid the Empreſs, my daughter 
{hall not die. e 
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The Sixth Miftreſs's Interbelien. 


Gain was the execution ordered, but 
reprieved by the Sixth Miſtrſes s fol- 
| lowing ſtofy, 1 
la Burgandy lived a widow printeſs, | 
who fell in love with a Knight of Malta, 

| refiding at | her court; but he took his 

; ave, and returned to his SWn country 

» promiſing to come again Toh ; but the 
time being elapſed, and he not returning, 

en old Counſcllor told the princeſs the 
| Knight was offended with a favourite 
hound and parrot ſhe kept ; on which 

* } fhe ordered them to be killed. The 
Knight came, ſtayed a month, and went 
e again with his former promile ; and 
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a 
he not exactly performing it, the couuſel- 
lor told her the Knight was more in love 
with her daughter than her, and that ſhe 
woas conſpiring her death; on which the 
princeſs ordered her daughter to be ſacri- 


: AM. -+ 
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ficed to Apollo: but as the executioner 


was going to do his office, the Knight 


ruſhed in and prevented him; and accu- 


ſing the old counſellor of treachery, he 


was hanged. —For this example ſaid the 
| Empreſs, my daughter ſhall not die. 


CHAP. IX. 


The Seventh Miſtreſs's Interceſſion. 
0 Adamantus being full of fury at the 


and told the Empreſs, that if the princeſs 
Was not executed tat day, he went? 1 


"gn his ſhare in the government; for he 


truth of his accuſ ton. The Empreſs, 
frighted at this menace, gave orders the 
ſeventh time for her daughter to be put to 


defiring ſhe would hear her ſtory as well 


as the reſt, which would be ſhort and tbe 
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long delay of the exccutien, went 
looked upon the delay as a doubt of the 


death, Then came the Seventh Miſtre's, ' 


— 4 
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| laſt ; and after much importunity the ex- 
ecution was reſpited, and the Miſtreſs be- 


gan as follows: 

There was a rich widow who had an 
only daughter, the fole heireſs of all her 
| a: Anold * the wid- 


ow, and fo overcame. her by. piomiſee o 
wmatriage, that ſhe diſinherited her daugh- 


ter, and made all her eſtate over to him; 
after which he re ected her, ſhein revenge 
ſtabbed heeſelf; when the old prieſt turg- 


ed the daughter out of doors, and ſhe , 


periſhed in the open field. 
The Empreſs thanked the Miſtreſs for 
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2 
this example, and pardoned her daughter 
who now having undergone the ſilence 
mpoſed upon her, was at full liber ty to 
imake full uſe of her ſpeech. 
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C H A P. X. 

The Princeſs defends herſelf, and accuſes 
Radamentus. 


| HE Miſtrefles haſted to fetch the 
princeſs to her mother, amidſt the 
aclamations of all the people; who when 
+ ſhe came before the Empreſs, fell on her 7 
- knees, ſay ing, Hail Royal Mother ! the J 1 
cauſe of my ſileace was the malignity of | 
ſome ſtars, who foretold if I ſpoke more 
than one word for ſeven days ſpace, I 
© ſhould die a ſhameful death, by the infiu- 
© ence of a He enemy, The Empreſs 
—xej9iced to hear her daughter ſpeak, fell e. 
on her neck and tenderly embraced ber. | 
Then the princeſs uccuſed Radamentus Þ x, 
ol his attempt to ſeduce her in the gar- n 
denz; alſo his committing fornication with, Þ gi 
a a pretended gentleman of his bed-cham- el 
ber, who being fetched, confeſſed himfelf 
to be a woman, L 


Radamentus ſtanding filent and con- 
ſuſed, Thou wicked wretch, fa tha 
Emqpteſs to him, was not thy concuice- 
ſufficient to ſatisfy thy depraved appetite, 
but thou muſt attempt to debauch 'my_ 11 
| daughter. —Radamenrus then fell to the © 
I ground, and aſked pardon ; but the Em- 
preſs aſſured him, he fhould ſoon meet 
as ſhameful a death as he deſerved. Then 
turning to her daughter, ſhe ſaid, My, 
dear child, I am entirely convinced % 
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The Empreſs reſigns her Dignity to her 
, Daughter Sabrina. 

HE Princeſs Sabrina having aſſured 
| the Empreſs of her duty and obe- 
dience, the execution of Radamentus was 

ſuſpended; and for his greater mortifi- 
cation, the Empreſs reſigned her dignity 
to her daughter, who was crowned Em- 
| preſs with the greateſt ſolemnity and mag- 
nificence ; and all the Nobles and Ma- 
giſtrates took the uſual oaths; while ac- 
clamations of applauſe were given bythe 
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n 
| je: among whom nothing was tobe 
theard but the joyful cry of Long Live 
the Empreſs Sabrina! 


CHAP. XIII. 


— and his Concubine put to 
Death; the old Empreſs dies; and the 
young Empreſs marries the King of 
Germany, who are drove out of theic 
Kingdom to a remote Iſland. 


were over, Radamentus and his 
concubine we: brought to their trial, and 
after being fully convicte of many trea- 
Hons, received the following ſentence of 
death, viz. Thi, they ſhould be dragged 
. fat bs hor ſes tails, through the city to the 
¶ place of execution; and there un det the 
| common gallows be conſumed to aſhes, 
Tips ſentence in ſeven days after waz ex- 
ecuted, amidſt a great multitude of ſpec- 

tators, who cried out, Behold the Tray- 
tors] Behold the Taaytors ! 


- Theſe enemies deſtroyed, the young 
] * lived and reigned happy, ſhe w. 
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ng love and affection to her ſubje&s, ani 
duty and obedience to her royal Mother; 
who died a few years after in the midſt 
ofa flouriſhing peace, leaving her beloved 
| Sabrina ſole Empreſs of the Roman Em 
| pie. 4 


Soon after the death of her mother, 
Alexander King of Germany, courted * 
and married her; leaving his own king= 7 
dom to come and reſide with her at 
Rome; where he had not been long be- 
fore he herd his land was invaded bj 
3 the Kung of Macedon, who ſoon took it, 
s lad overſpreading Germany, were on 
tall march to beſiege Rome. — This ob- 

- Jlig:d the Emperor and Empreſs, with 

f ſcheir two ſons, and the Sevan Wiſe 
d IMiſtreſſes, to retire to a remote iſland, 

e taking all things neceſſary with them for 

e ſcheir accommodation; and there paſſed 

5, the remainder of their days in a quiet 
fand peaceable retirement from all the cares 
of human life; and on their tombs were 
engraved the following Epitaph : * 


| 4 
. | Their | 
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F Their EPITAPH. 


The King of Germany, ſurnam'd the Wile. 


The chiefeſt earthly bleſſing of his liſe; 

EW hom Anat s King in wrongful 
Deprived of his countries, crowns, and 
= ight : 

But now they doenjoy a heavenly crown, 


come. 1 
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Within this houſe of ſtone entombed lies: | 


With the great Roman Empreſs his wife, 


That cannot fade, where n. never 


rn „ 


